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Coffee, palm oil, and seafood are among the raw 
materials procured using forced labour that millions of 

Canadians consume daily. 



24 million workers toil in conditions of 
forced labour. The ILO defines forced 

labour as labour procured through 
threat of violence, withholding of 

documents, and debt manipulation. 
Icons and logos courtesy of 

Wikimedia Commons.



Enrique Peña Nieto (Mexico), Donald 
Trump (U.S), and Justin Trudeau (Canada) 

sign the USMCA on 30 November 2018 
(Courtesy: Wikimedia Commons)



The Bisha mine in Eritrea owned by Nevsun Resources, Ltd., a Canadian mining 
company. (Courtesy: Wikimedia Commons)





Vertical Integration: 
all operations 

managed by a single 
company.

Disintegration: 
outsourcing 

operations to several 
companies 

throughout the 
supply chain.
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An illustration of Lululemon’s supply chain of 
raw materials (Table provided by Gayathri 

Krishna, GFLC) 



“The Nike product has become synonymous 
with slave wages, forced overtime, and arbitrary 

abuse […] I truly believe the American 
consumer doesn’t want to buy products made 
under abusive conditions.” – Phil Knight, Nike 

CEO, 1998

Photo courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



The 2013 Rana Plaza collapse in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh (Courtesy: Wikimedia Commons) 



Legal Models to Combat 
Forced Labour

Corporate 
Transparency 
(Disclosure 
Legislation)

Human 
Rights Due 
Diligence 

Legislation

Due 
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Civil 
Remedy



Joe Biden (U.S) signs the Uyghur Forced Labor Prevention Act, 23 December 2021 
(Courtesy: Wikimedia Commons)



2022 C-
243

An Act respecting the elimination of the use of forced labour and child 
labour in supply
chains

2022 C-
262

An Act respecting the corporate responsibility to prevent, address and remedy 
adverse impacts on human rights occurring in relation to business activities 
conducted abroad

2022 C-
263

An Act to establish the Office of the Commissioner for Responsible Business 
Conduct Abroad and to make consequential amendments to other Acts

Current legislative initiatives before Parliament (Table provided 
by Jonelle Humphrey, GFLC)



The founding members of the All-Party Parliamentary Group to 
End Modern Slavery and Human Trafficking(Courtesy: Arnold 

Viersen, Twitter.)



Photo courtesy of Clean Clothes Campaign.



Thank you!

For information about our 
project see www. gflc.ca
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