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OVERVIEW
• Canada is on the verge of implementing

modern slavery legislation.
• Modern slavery is an umbrella term

which includes: forced labour, child
labour and human trafficking.

• A modern slavery act would ideally hold
Canadian multinational corporations
accountable for human rights abuses in
their supply chains.

• This presentation details international
and domestic developments from 2000-
2022 that led to the four models of
modern slavery legislation currently
before the Canadian Parliament.



INTERNATIONAL COMMITMENTS



ILO’S WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOUR CONVENTION 
1999

• Canada ratified the Convention on 6th June,
2000.

• Worst forms of child labour include: the sale
and trafficking of children, debt bondage,
serfdom and forced or compulsory labour.

• Members must take immediate and effective
measures to secure the prohibition and
elimination of the worst forms of child labour
as a matter of urgency.





ILO'S FORCED LABOUR CONVENTION 1930 (NO.29)
• Forced labour is all work or service

which is exacted from any person
under the menace of any penalty and
for which the said person has not
offered himself voluntarily (Article 2).

• Members that ratify this Convention
commit to suppressing the use of
forced or compulsory labour in all its
forms within the shortest possible
period.





DOMESTIC POLITICAL INITIATIVES







THE HARPER CONSERVATIVES PUBLISH THEIR NATIONAL 
ACTION PLAN TO COMBAT HUMAN TRAFFICKING, 2012-2016

• In line with the Palermo Protocol, the plan 
focused on four core areas, known as the 4-
Pillars (the 4-Ps): 

• Prevention of human trafficking; 
• Protection of victims; 
• Prosecution of offenders; and 
• Working in partnership with others both 

domestically and internationally. 



INTERNATIONAL LEGISLATION AND EVENTS





Rana Plaza, which housed five garment factories, was an 
eight-story commercial building that collapsed due to 

structural failure. At least 1,132 workers were killed and more 
than 2,500 were injured.



The Bisha zinc-copper mine in Eritrea where conditions of forced labour were 
alleged by three former workers.





A Call to Action, the result of the FAAE and the Subcommittee on 
International Human Rights’ stakeholder consultations.





Sheri Meyerhoffer, the current Canadian Ombudsperson for Responsible Enterprise (CORE).
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