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International
Pressures
& Inter-
governmental
Organizations

Policy Actors            Tools

United Nations (UN) 8.7 Sustainable 
Development Goals
 

Guiding Principles

Organisation for
Economic 
Co-operation and
Development (OECD)

Guidelines for
Multinational 
Enterprises

International
Organization for
Migration (IOM)

Ethical Trading
Initiative (ETI)

Base Code, 
Consultations

National Commitments

United Kingdom 2017 Call to Action

UK, Australia, New
Zealand , Canada,
USA

2018 Commitment to
Guiding Principles

International Labour
Organization (ILO)



CanadaCanada Standing Committee on
Foreign Affairs and
International Development
+

A Call to Action: Ending
the Use of All Forms of
Child Labour in Supply
ChainsSubcommittee on

International Human Rights

All Parliamentary Group
(APPG) to End Modern Slavery

Department of Foreign Affairs,
Trade and Development

Department of Employment
and Social Development

Department of Public Safety
and Emergency Preparedness

National Strategy to
Combat Human Trafficking 

Consultations

Revised Modern Slavery
Act 2020



NGOsNGOs Canadian Network on
Corporate Accountability
(CNCA)*

Anti-Slavery
International

Not for Sale

Free the Slaves

Human Rights Watch Consultations

Verité

World VisionFaith-Based 
Organizations

International Justice
Mission Canada

Freedom Fund

Canda's Child & Forced Labour
Problem, Consultations

Shareholder
Association for
Research and
Education (SHARE)

The Rise of Supply Chain
Transparency Legislation

Polaris Project*

End Slavery Now*

Human Trafficking
Foundation*

Canadian Women's
Foundation*

Private Actors

Humanity United
Legatum Limited

Walk Free Consultations, Global Slavery
Index

Consultations

*indicates
national
organizations



Business 
Corporate Responsibility
(CORE) Coalition Ltd.
  

Responsible Business Alliance

Business with NGOs

Coalitions

NGOs

Global Business Coalition
Against Human Trafficking
(GBCAT)
    

The Responsible and Ethical
Private Sector Coalition against
Trafficking (RESPECT)
  

The Emancipation Network
(TEN)

Alliance 8.7

Alliance to End Slavery and
Trafficking (ATEST)*

Business for Social
Responsilbity

Canadian Centre to End
Human Trafficking
(CCEHT)*

Coalition to Abolish
Slavery and Trafficking
(CAST)*

Humanity United Action
Group



Framing the Modern Slavery Debate
in the Canadian Legislature

NDP LPCLPC
New Democratic

Party
Liberal Party of

Canada

CPCCPC
Conservative

Party of Canada

NDP

2 0 1 2

2 0 1 5

Conservative Majority
Government

Liberal Majority
Government

2 0 1 1

National Action
Plan to Combat

Human Trafficking

Private Member's
Bill C-452 receives

Royal Assent

Block Bill C-452

Introduce Bill C-38

Negotiate Canada-Ukraine
Free Trade Agreement

(CUFTA)



All-Party Parliamentary Group
(APPG) to End Modern Slavery and

Human Trafficking

2 0 1 8

2 0 1 6

Introduce Bill C-75

National Action
Plan to Combat

Human Trafficking
Expires

Announce intent to
establish 

Canadian Ombudsmen
for Responsible

Enterprise (CORE)

Canada's Modern Slavery Act
Bill S-211

2 0 1 7
Negotiate Canada-European

Union Comprehensive
Economic and Trade
Agreement (CETA) 

Negotiate Comprehensive
and Progressive Agreement
for Trans-Pacific Partnership

(CPTPP)



Sheri Meyerhoffer
appointed

Ombudsperson 

Support Canadian
Human Trafficking

Hotline and Canadian
Centre to End Human

Trafficking (CCEHT)

Private Member's
Bill C-331

introduced and
defeated

Introduce National
Strategy to Combat
Human Trafficking

2019-2024

Question
Meyerhoffer's
neutrality as

Ombudsperson

F R A M I N G

 Solution requires:

Legislating amendments to
the Criminal Code to
combat sex trafficking

Negotiating labour laws
in international trade
agreements that prohibit
forced and child labour

Systemic Problems of
Unregulated Capitalism

Solution requires:

Economic regulation

Holding multinational
companies accountable for
modern slavery and
forced labour conditions in
their oversea operations

Solution requires:

Criminal legislation,
including strict punishments
for traffickers, empowering
law enforcement to better
identify and prosecute
trafficking rings, and
providing services to victims
of human trafficking

2 0 1 9
Liberal Minority

Government

Introduce Bill C-461

 Global Market Failure
Criminals/
Social Evil

Modern Slavery is the result of:



Policy Discourses

Human 
Rights

Labour 
Rights

Immi-
gration

Business
Regulation

Crime

Other Influencing
Discourses

Economic
Moral 

Evil
Religious



Human 
Rights

Crime
Obligation 
of state to
criminalize
traffickers

Human 
Rights

Labour 
Rights

Obligation 
of state to

stop labour
exploitation

Examples of Discursive
Overlap and Complexity



Immigration

Border 
Control

Migrant
Protection


