
In this article, Genevieve
LeBaron examines how recent
government initiatives to
tackle forced labour in supply
chains expand the market and
governance power of
unaccountable private actors.
She argues that unless
governments enact more
ambitious regulation on multi-
national enterprises, current
approaches risk extending
another 25 years of deficient
and inadequate private-led
governance in supply chains.
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SHIFTING THE FOCUS: FROM
CORPORATE-LED TO WORKER-
CENTRED MECHANISMS FOR
ELIMINATING FORCED LABOUR
IN GLOBAL VALUE CHAINS

In the editorial, Judy Fudge
sets the framework for the
special issue by identifying
some of the key challenges
to eliminating forced labour
and labour exploitation in
global value chains. 
She shows how these
chains create a governance
gap that enables
corporations to evade
responsibility, and highlights
the need to strengthen
worker voice and
enforcement mechanisms.   

TWENTY-FIVE MORE YEARS OF
CSR? HOW STATES ARE
REINFORCING PRIVATE
GOVERNANCE IN THE ANTI-
FORCED LABOUR GOVERNANCE
ARENA

CANADA’S PASSAGE OF
TRANSPARENCY MODERN
SLAVERY LEGISLATION: HOW THE
DOMESTIC LANDSCAPE SHAPED
THE LAW

In her article, Jonelle
Humphrey examines why
different countries have
adopted distinct legislative
models to address modern
slavery, focusing on Canada’s
transparency law. 
She shows that, despite
international pressure, the
Canadian law was ultimately
shaped by domestic political
economy factors, including
the influence of the mining
industry, civil society
advocacy, key
parliamentarians, and ruling
party ideology.
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WEBINAR ALERT!
Join us on for a webinar, which will showcase three of the special issue articles and discuss

ways to prevent and address exploitation in global value chains. 

Corporate Accountability and Forced Labour in Value Chains
Speakers: 
Anannya Bhattacharjee, Asia Floor Wage Alliance
Christian Campos-Vásquez, Criminology Institute, Peru
Marie Diekmann,  RheinMain University, Germany
Borislav Gerasimov, Editor of Anti-Trafficking Review

Moderator: 
Judy Fudge, Professor Emeritus, McMaster University
 

May 6, 2026

10:00 AM EDT
2:00 PM GMT
7:30 PM IST

On ZOOM. 
Registration is free but required.
To register click HERE

This special issue of the Anti-Trafficking Review is part of a GFLC research initiative on the shift from
corporate-led to worker-centred approaches to addressing forced labour in global value chains. 
View the full special issue here. Featured articles by GFLC members include:

https://www.gflc.ca/
https://mcmaster.zoom.us/meeting/register/V9q18maNQleAPPbchnOZvA
https://antitraffickingreview.org/
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